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Oct. 16, 2002
Contact: Dave Forbes, dean, UM School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences, 243-4621
UM PHARMACY SCHOOL RECEIVES ENDOWMENT
MISSOULA-The University of Montana's School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences has received
a grant from the National Institutes of Health to increase the number of American Indians with
advanced degrees in health sciences professions.
The $1.8 million endowment, built over the next two years, will help the pharmacy school
recruit more American Indians into graduate studies. UM will dedicate endowment earnings to
support various recruiting, retention and student support programs in hopes o f leading minority
students to enter professional and doctoral programs, and eventually become faculty members.
Dean Dave Forbes said there currently are only five American Indian pharmacy professors
nationwide, and for UM to be able to hire two individuals will require the school "to grow our
own."
"The beauty of an endowment like this is its flexibility," Forbes said. "What will be
required in the future to encourage Native Americans to seek advanced degrees in the health
professions may vary. NIH is allowing us to spend the grant to further our goal of improving the
health care, and therefore the health, of minority peoples."
UM has made a concerted effort to attract minority students to pharmacy and physical
therapy studies, and currently 12 are enrolled. Although this is an increase from a number of years
ago, Forbes would still like to improve the number o f American Indian students.
-more-

develop programs that encourage students who complete their undergraduate studies to seek
advanced degrees, and ultimately to pursue doctoral degrees and faculty positions.
"With few minority faculty members as role models, recruiting Native Americans for
health professions at any level is not easy," Forbes said. "But we've seen it happen in other UM
disciplines, such as journalism and law, and believe our having American Indian professors in
pharmacy and physical therapy will assist us in encouraging our Native American students."
Improving diversity is a priority campuswide at UM, but it is a special goal of the
pharmacy school, Forbes said. "We've made great strides in the last ten years. This grant will
allow us to do so much more," he said.
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs Lori Morin said UM submitted the grant application at
the invitation of NIH.
"Because we already had a program in place with the goal o f improving the health status
of minorities, NIH gave us the opportunity to cement those programs and stabilize their funding
stream," she said.
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